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 ISTOOK INTRODUCES HEALTH CARE BILL 
 

 Washington, D.C. - Rep. Ernest Istook, (R-OK), today 

introduced legislation to permit private citizens to purchase 

their health insurance through the Federal Employee Health 

Benefits Plan (FEHBP), which covers 9 million federal workers and 

their families, including members of Congress. 

 Istook's bill allows, but does not require, small businesses 

with 1-to-100 employees to enroll in the FEHBP.  Self-employed 

businesses would also be allowed in the plan.  Their premiums, 

however, would not be subsidized by the government. 

 "The FEHBP is simply a huge purchasing pool.  It is an 

effective, efficient and affordable plan that also provides 

consumer choice," Istook said. 

 "Participants are NOT excluded because of pre-existing 

conditions, and the premium increases are lower historically than 

in most other plans." 

 Members of the FEHBP can choose from over 300 different plans 

offered through private insurance carriers.  Under Istook's bill, 

the premium would be paid by any small business employers or 

employees, who choose to enroll. 

 "Taxpayers won't have to foot the bill, there are no mandates 

on employers, and there is no government subsidy," Istook added. 

 Under Istook's voluntary plan, businesses with fewer than 50 

employees would join together in intermediary groups of at least 

50 individuals, in order to enroll in the program. 

 Others have proposed similar legislation in Congress, but 

Istook points out his bill is the only one that opens up the FEHBP 

without linking it to mandates or disastrous government takeover 

of health care. 
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